
  Non-fiction: Famous African Americans – Muhammad Ali 

 
Famous African Americans 

Muhammad Ali: The Greatest 
 

 
 

     
 
 In 1942, Cassius Clay was born in Louisville, Kentucky. In 1960, during 
the Summer Olympics, Clay won a gold medal in boxing. Four years later, in 
1964, he won his first world heavyweight title.1 The same year, Clay joined the 
Muslim faith. He changed his name to Muhammad Ali.  
 

Ali was the greatest boxer of his time—and he knew it. In fact, he called 
himself “The Greatest.” In the 1970s, Ali became one of the most famous people 
in the world. He was known not just for his faith and his fighting. His courage, his 
way of speaking, and his desire to help others also made him famous. 
 
 Today, Ali suffers from Parkinson’s disease.2 It affects his brain. The 
disease makes it difficult for him to speak or use his body. After the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001, he put these difficulties aside. Ali addressed3 
the nation as a Muslim. He talked about his faith. He urged America not to look 
down on Muslim people because of the attacks. He thought it was important to 
speak out. Others admired his courage. In 2005, Ali was honored with the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom for his role in working for equality and civil rights. 
 
 

1 world heavyweight title:  the winner of the international boxing prize in the division of boxers who 
weigh the most 
2 Parkinson’s disease:  a disease that tends to get steadily worse and is marked especially by stiff and 
trembling muscles, slowness of movement, and a shuffling way of walking 
3 addressed:  delivered a formal speech to 
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   Questions: Famous African Americans – Muhammad Ali 

 
Name: ____________________________ Date:______________________ 
 
 
1.  Ali addressed the nation after September 11 
 

a. to talk about Parkinson’s disease. 
b. so that everyone would become a Muslim. 
c. to tell the country not look down on Muslims. 
d. to say that he was going back to boxing. 

 
2.  Muhammad Ali changed his name from Cassius Clay because 
 

a. he became Muslim. 
b. he won an Olympic medal. 
c. the September 11 attacks happened. 
d. he got a Medal of Freedom. 

 
3.  Based on the passage, which of these words would best describe Ali? 
 

a. unknown. 
b. brave. 
c. unsuccessful. 
d. modest. 

 
4.  Read the sentences:  
 

He talked about his faith. He urged America not to look down on Muslim 
people because of the attacks. 

 
The word urged means 
 

a. argued against 
b. fought 
c. tried to convince 
d. learned from 

 
5.  What is the main idea of this passage? 
 

a. Ali was a champion boxer and used his fame and faith to help 
others. 

b. Ali became a champion boxer despite suffering from 
Parkinson’s disease. 

c. Ali became a Muslim after learning about the religion in 2001. 
d. Ali became a politician after finishing his boxing career. 
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   Questions: Famous African Americans – Muhammad Ali 

6.  When did Ali win his first heavyweight boxing title? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
7.  Based on the passage, explain why people might have listened to Muhammad 

Ali when he spoke out after the September 11 attacks? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
8.  The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the answer that best 

completes the sentence. 
 
Ali spoke out after September 11th,  ______________ he suffers from 
Parkinson’s disease, which makes it difficult for him to speak or use his body. 

 
a. in contrast 
b. for example 
c. even though 
d. in particular 

 
 
9.  Read the following sentence.  
 
In 2005, Ali received the Presidential Medal of Freedom because people 
admired his courage. 
 
Answer the questions below based on the information provided in the sentence 
you just read. One of the questions has already been answered for you. 
 

1. Who? Ali 
 

2. What did Ali do? _____________________________________________ 
 

3. When? _____________________________________________________ 
 

4. Why? ______________________________________________________ 
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   Questions: Famous African Americans – Muhammad Ali 

10. Vocabulary Word:  faith: a religion or belief  
 
Use the vocabulary word in a sentence: ________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________  
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      Answers: Famous African Americans – Muhammad Ali 

Teacher Guide and Answers 
 
Passage Reading Level: Lexile 600 
 
Featured Text Structure: Descriptive – the writer explains, defines or illustrates 
a concept or topic 
 
Passage Summary: This passage describes the life of Muhammad Ali, a famous 
boxer. He also became known for his courage and his work helping others. 
 
1.  Ali addressed the nation after September 11 

a. to talk about Parkinson’s disease. 
b. so that everyone would become a Muslim. 
c. to tell the country not look down on Muslims. 
d. to say that he was going back to boxing. 

 
 
2.  Muhammad Ali changed his name from Cassius Clay because 

a. he became Muslim. 
b. he won an Olympic medal. 
c. the September 11 attacks happened. 
d. he got a Medal of Freedom. 
 

 
3.  Based on the passage, which of these words would best describe Ali? 

a. unknown. 
b. brave. 
c. unsuccessful. 
d. modest. 

 
 
4.  Read the sentences: “He talked about his faith. He urged America not to look 

down on Muslim people because of the attacks.” 
 
The word urged means 

a. argued against 
b. fought 
c. tried to convince 
d. learned from 
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      Answers: Famous African Americans – Muhammad Ali 

5.  What is the main idea of this passage? 
 

a. Ali was a champion boxer and used his fame and faith to 
help others. 

b. Ali became a champion boxer despite suffering from 
Parkinson’s disease. 

c. Ali became a Muslim after learning about the religion in 2001. 
d. Ali became a politician after finishing his boxing career. 

 
 
6.  When did Ali win his first heavyweight boxing title? 
 

Suggested answer: Ali won his first heavyweight title in 1964. 
 
 
7.  Based on the passage, explain why people might have listened to Muhammad 

Ali when he spoke out after the September 11 attacks? 
 

Suggested answer: Answers will vary but should generally reflect that Ali 
was a famous Muslim in America and worldwide and had already been 
known for his courage and way of speaking to help others. 

 
 
8.  The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the answer that best 

completes the sentence. 
 
Ali spoke out after September 11th,  ______________ he suffers from 
Parkinson’s disease, which makes it difficult for him to speak or use his body. 

 
a. in contrast 
b. for example 
c. even though 
d. in particular 
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      Answers: Famous African Americans – Muhammad Ali 

 
9.  Read the following sentence.  
 
In 2005, Ali received the Presidential Medal of Freedom because people 
admired his courage. 
 
Answer the questions below based on the information provided in the sentence 
you just read. One of the questions has already been answered for you. 
 

1. Who? Ali 
 

2. What did Ali do? received the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
 

3. When? in 2005 
 

4. Why? because people admired his courage 
 
 
10. Vocabulary Word:  faith: a religion or belief  
 
Use the vocabulary word in a sentence: answers may vary.  

 

 

 
© 2012 ReadWorks®, Inc.  All rights reserved. 

 

7 


